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	Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on
Monday 13th February 2023 at 7.30pm. The meeting was held in the Venue, Liverpool Road, Much Hoole.


Present; Cllrs N. Woodcock (Chairman),   E. Houghton, K. Hayes, R Lea,  A. Taylor, T Hewitt  P.Cocker                   
Clerk R. Weaver in attendance
1.
Apologies for Absence

             Tom Brown, Kerry Hayes
2.
Declarations of Interest and Dispensations


Cllr Houghton and Cllr Taylor (non-pecuniary) re Village Hall update 
3.
Minutes of the last meeting 
It was resolved to sign the Minutes of the meeting of 9th January 2023 as an accurate record.
4.
Adjournment for Public Participation

There was one member of the public present and she spoke on behalf of the bowling club in support of the grant application. She explained that the request was to purchase equipment to maintain the bowling surface to avoid the costs associated with having to employ a contractor.  It was estimated that the cost savings by purchasing equipment would pay for themselves within two seasons.   She was thanked for her information and informed that the request would be discussed later in the agenda.
5.
Reports from / invitations to other meetings
There were no reports from other meetings.  

6.
Cycle Track

Cycle track inspections are continuing and there are no maintenance, repair, or usage issues

7.
Finance

It was resolved to:
a) Pay the Clerk in the sum of £264.00 (net pay for December 2022)

b) Pay the Clerk £7.20 (mileage) 

c) Pay HMRC in sum of £66.00 (PAYE December pay)

d) Pay SRBC in sum of £840 plus VAT of £168 (Total £1008.00) against invoice received for installing artwork

8.
Community Projects


It was noted that the artwork has been installed in 3 locations. 
It was noted that FP22 is a priority for maintenance and repair and Cllrs Cocker and Taylor     would look at what was required and some potential costs

9.
Grant applications

a)  It was agreed that £1,500 would be awarded to the Bowling Club to enable them to    purchase the green maintenance equipment   

b)  The Council considered a grant application from the Village Church to assist in the running of the Sunday School. It was noted that the legislation relating to Parish Councils’ powers to support Churches is ambiguous and contradictory.     After a briefing from the Clerk on the powers available to the Council, it was agreed that the Council was not able to contribute towards the Churches revenue and running costs which formed part of the grant application, but it could make donations to equipment for community use under Section 137.  For that reason, there was a proposal to amend the original proposal on the agenda.    

A proposal was made by the Chairman, seconded by Cllr Taylor that the original proposal for £2,000 be amended to £950.      This amendment was put to the vote and carried unanimously by resolution.

The new proposal for a grant in the sum of £950 was put to the meeting and agreed unanimously by resolution.  

10.
Planning

Two planning applications were considered.  The were some concerns in relation to the development of the old Methodist Church.   It was agreed that the Clerk would bring these concerns to the notice of the planning department.

11.
Village Hall update

A written report on the progress of the village hall was read to the Council.  In summary, its finances are healthy, it is being well used with local community groups, locals’ lunches, bookings for parties and events.   Planning permission for a MUGA has been submitted

12.
There was no item 12 due to a typo on the agenda
13.
Coronation celebrations
Planning for events is underway and three proposals were presented to the Council which is involved as one of the planning team. An estimate of costs for Coronation events publicity material had been obtained and organisers wished to ensure that the funding would be available if they committed to purchase in advance of the event. 
a) It was resolved that £160 would be paid for advertising material
b) It was resolved that four advertising banners costing £168 would be financed by the Council

c) The issue of subsidies for Coronation events was deferred to the next meeting
14.
Footpaths   
There has been less activity than usual due to the ongoing issues with Bird Flu restrictions.

It was confirmed that the Parish Council will be making future applications under the LCC scheme which delegates a small budget and responsibility for public rights of way.

15.
Items for next agenda

Future Clerk arrangements, Planting in the village, community kitchen garden, coronation subsidies, Date of the May meeting and election arrangements, Remembrance day arrangements.

16.
Date of next meeting


Monday 13th March 2023 at the Venue, Liverpool Old Road, Much Hoole
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